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   Healthy Relationships with Authority (Authority)
 
Romans 13:1-10

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 
4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.  6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself."   10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

This is a very difficult text, and is subject to lots of different interpretations and application.  It’s always good to begin any text by looking at its context.  Romans 12 discusses giving our bodies to God as living sacrifices.  It concludes with loving one’s enemies and overcoming evil with good, and not with evil.  In Chapter 12:
1.) God is the place of worship.  As such, God holds the highest authority upon the life of a Christian.  “Seek first the Kingdom of God.”  (Matthew 6:33)
2.) We are called to act in love.  This is a constant emphasis of scripture.  We are act in loving ways within the church, and also with outsiders.
In chapter 13 he turns his attention to the governing authorities.
Duties of a citizen:
1.) Obey the Laws
2.) Honor the Rulers

3.) Pay the Taxes

4.) Pray for the rulers

5.) To try to influence the rulers for good  (Esther, Daniel)
The Bible teaches us a far higher view about the nature of government than what we would normally believe.  Paul is a person who emphasizes authority.  God intends for us to live under authority!  To rebel against authority leads to anarchy.  Our society seems to revel in anarchy.  (How do “Anarchists” ever decide anything?  At some point, someone has got to make some decisions along the line – and a true Anarchist would not want anyone telling them to do anything!)  Living in rebellion is something that the devil revels in.  Paul’s point is that God has placed people in authority over us in government, as parents, as bosses, etc.  
Sometimes authority figures go too far.  At that point, we have a decision to make.  That’s what makes this such a difficult passage.  
Authority      Tyranny  (resist when it becomes evil?)  
How do Xns redress issues of injustice?  It’s not a nice/tidy picture.  People in the Bible didn’t always bow before the authority.  The midwives in Egypt disobeyed Pharaoh by putting the baby Moses in the basket & hiding him in the Nile. Moses, at God’s prompting, stood before Pharaoh & said, “Let My People Go!”  Esther was someone who didn’t take the King’s edicts lying down, but heeded her Uncle Mordecai’s word that they were placed in this position “For such a time as this” to do good.  They didn’t resist the King’s authority, but they tried to influence him.  The 3 Hebrews in Daniel (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) wouldn’t bow down before Nebuchadnezzar. Nathan confronted King David when he had sinned.  Elijah and the prophets continually pointed the finger @ the Kings and told them they were doing evil.  When King Herod was killing the infants in Bethlehem, Mary & Joseph fled to Egypt.  Peter & John in Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!  And have you ever read the Book of Revelation?  “The Kings of the earth & the kingdoms built by man” are not portrayed in a positive light @ all!  
Church History is also full of people who stood against authority which was abused.  

Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the Wittenberg Door, Dietrich Bonhoeffer participated in an attempt on Hitler’s life, Corrie ten Boom hid Jews during the Nazi Holocaust, Martin Luther King, Jr. led peaceful demonstrations to help establish civil rights.  
Vs. 1 seems wrong.  for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.  How can he say that about Nero, Hitler, & Stalin?  Some Americans would say George Bush & others would say Barack Obama?  Yet Paul, who wrote this and who knew about Emperor worship and the Emperor’s Cult, actually was executed by the state that he said God has put in power.

Application?

As long as we live we’re going to live in a tension with authority.  There will always be things we don’t agree with, but we’re supposed to submit to authority.  We submit to authority ultimately for God’s sake.  When the policeman asks you to get out of the car, you get out of the car.  When the boss asks you to take the giant nose ring out because it’s spooking the customers, you do so.  When parents say, “Curfew is @ 12:00” the teenager says: “Okay – you be sure you’re home by midnight!”  When the pastor asks for you to get your picture in the Directory, you sign-up.  These are responses to authority.  In its absence, life is chaotic.  God is a God of order.
The question becomes one of “What happens when authority runs amuck?”  What do you do with authority that’s going in the wrong direction?  How do you submit to an ungodly authority?

EVERYONE is accountable before God (Presidents, Supreme Court justices, bosses, pastors, parents, bosses, etc.).  
1.)  We must trust in the Providence of God.  There’s genuine mystery about this text – I still have to rest/trust in the nature/character of God.    

Daniel 2:20-21  "Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his.  21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.

Romans 8:28.  
2.)  Christians think differently about these matters.  Some are pacifists.  Others see it like Bonheoffer whose conscience would not allow him to be quiet when Hitler was killing millions of Jews.  He spoke up against the injustice he saw.  

3.)  What am I doing with the authority given to me?  We naturally are shaped by thinking that this is about THEM being over us.  How about when WE are the authorities (parents, bosses, teachers) etc.  Are we living in rebellion?  Am I living my life under the authority of God?

.) We are to influence others by being witnesses.  We are to be Salt & light.  I wonder if part of the reason Paul took this stance was because he didn’t want the Christian movement to be associated with rebellion against Rome.
5.)  Love is the ultimate.  We are to act in loving ways…even with our own authorities.  
We should not be filled with hatred.  Acting in love isn’t always a touchy-feely thing.

6.)  Our citizenship is in the Kingdom of heaven, not in this world.

Philippians 3:17-21 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

7.)  We should all pray for leaders.

